
 

 

 

 

Biological Survey for Totten Beacon B: American Shoal      August 29, 2014 
Todd Hitchins, FKNMS  
 

Discussion: Substrate at this site was rocky. The survey area was in approximately 5-15 feet of water with significant 
exposure to tide and surge.  This site substrate could be considered barren or sparse in regard to sessile benthic 
organisms.  The below list indicates presence only; no quantitative or abundance data was taken. 
 

Hard Coral Genus species 
Lesser Star Coral Siderastrea radians 
Fire Coral   Millepora complanata 
Mustard Hill Coral Porites astreoides     
Knobby Brain Coral Diploria clivosa 
Finger Coral  Porites porites 
White Encrusting Zoanthid Palythoa caribaeorum 
  
Fish Genus species 
Barracuda Sphyraena barracuda 
Gray Snapper Lutjanus griseus 
Grunts-French, Blue Striped, Cottonwick Haemulon spp. 
Blue Tang  Acunthurus coeruleus 
Sargent Major  Abudefduf saxatilus 
Yellowtail Snapper Ocyurus chrysurus 
Bi-Color Damsel Fish Stegastes partitus 
Beaugregory Stegastes leucostictus 
Stoplight Parrotfish Sparisoma viride 
Surgeonfish Acanthurus spp. 
Slippery Dick Halichores bivittatus 
Sand Perch Diplectrum formosum 
  
Gorgonians / Octocorals Genus species 
Purple Sea Fan Gorgonia ventalina 
Sea Plumes Pseudopterogorgia americana 
Yellow Sea Whip Pterogorgia citrina 
  
Macro Algae Genus species 
Oatmeal Algae Halimeda opuntia 
  
Sponges  Genus species 
Green Finger Sponge Iotrochota birotulata 
  
Invertebrates Genus species 
Sessile Barnacles Subclass Cirripedia 
Christmas Tree Worms Spirobranchus giganteus 
Fireworm Hermodice carunculata 

 

For more information:    http://floridakeys.noaa.gov//historic-navigation-aids/ 


