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Discussion: The site was located in a shallow reef crest-back reef zone typically found along the Florida Reef Tract.
The predominant substrate was hardbottom consisting of coral rocks and rubble, Acropora cervicornis rubble, and
pockets of sediments consisting of mixed Halimeda-shell-calcareous algae hash and carbonate sand. Depths at the
base of beacon pilings measured 8 feet, with encrusting organisms colonizing the beacon structures just below the
surface in less than 1 foot.

Hard Coral

Genus species

Encrusting Fire Coral

Millepora alcicornis

Fire Coral

Millepora complanata

Mustard Hill Coral

Porites astreoides

Smooth Starlet Coral

Siderastrea siderea

Rough Starlet Coral

Siderastrea radians

Club Finger Coral

Porites porites

Fish

Genus species

Bluehead Wrasse

Thalassoma bifasciatum

Bicolor Damselfish

Stegastes partitus

Sergeant Major

Abudefduf saxatilis

Beaugregory Damselfish

Stegastes leucotictus

Three-spot Damselfish

Stegastes planifrons

Cocoa Damselfish

Stegastes variabilis

Yellowtail Damselfish

Microspathodon chrysarus

Slippery Dick

Halichoeres bivittatus

Clown Worasse

Halichoeres maculipinna

Rainbow Wrasse

Halichoeres pictus

Yellowhead Wrasse

Halichoeres garnoti

Puddingwife

Halichoeres radiates

Redlip Blenny

Ophioblennius atlanticus

Saddled Blenny

Malacoctenus triangulatus

Sharpnose Puffer

Canthigaster rostrata

Queen Angelfish Holacanthus ciliaris
Blue Tang Acanthurus coeruleus
Doctorfish Acanthurus chirurgus
Ocean Surgeonfish Acanthurus bahianus
Smooth Trunkfish Lactophyrs triqueter
Spotted Goatfish Pseudupeneus maculatus

French Grunt

Haemulon flavolineatum

Yellowtail Snapper

Ocyurus chrysurus




Gorgonians / Octocorals

Genus species

Purple Sea Fan

Gorgonia ventalina

Sea Plume

Pseudopterogorgia americana

Bipinnate Sea Plume

Pseudopterogorgia bipinnata

Shelf-knob Sea Rod

Eunicea succinea

Swollen-knob Candelabrum Sea Rod

Eunicea mammosa

Spiny Sea Fan

Muricea muricata

Porous Sea Rod

Psuedoplexaura sp.

Yellow Sea Whip

Pterogorgia citrina

Macro Algae

Genus species

Red/Lavender Crustose Coralline Algae

Peyssonnelia sp. Porolithon sp.

Brown Turf Algae

Cladophora crispata

Oatmeal Algae

Halimeda opuntia

Y-Twig Red Calcareous Algae

Amphiroa rigida

Red Turf Algae

Coelothrix irregularis

Sponges

Genus species

Black Ball Sponge

Ircinia strobilina

Red Rope Sponge

Amphimedon compressa

Orange Lumpy Encrusting

Ulosa ruetzleri

Orange Icing Encrusting

Mycale laevis

Invertebrates

Genus species

Sessile Barnacles

Subclass Cirripedia

Pederson Cleaner Shrimp

Periclimenes pedersoni

Ringed “Corkscrew” Anemone

Bartholomea annulata

Christmas Tree Hydroid

Halocordyle disticha

For more information: http://floridakeys.noaa.gov//historic-navigation-aids/




